SMALLPOX AXD VACCINATION
Considerably less than half the chil-
dren in England and Wales, therefore,
are now vaccinated. The dangers of this
condition have been foretold. Thanks
to the presence of a large number of vac-
cinated persons and to the aid of other
methods of prevention, such as prompt
isolation and the vaccination of contacts,
the English have so far escaped a great
epidemic. Minor outbreaks are now of
constant occurrence. The average num-
ber of new cases each week has risen from
nineteen in 1922 to forty-six in the
present year. Smallpox is now virtually
endemic in some areas of the North and
the Midlands.
It only remains to be added that it is
the vaccinated who are escaping the con-
tagion, and furthermore, there is the
expected but none the less distressing
corollary that it is the children who con-
stitute an increasing proportion of the
unvaccinated, and therefore of the vic-
tims.
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